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ONLY THE MUSIC





dCS: THE FACTS

Ten things about Britain’s greatest purveyor of premium digital music playback sources…

· Data Conversion Systems was founded in 1989 as a consultancy specialising in signal
conversion technology. Initially, it designed and manufactured bespoke solutions for military and telecommunications clients; Britain’s Ministry of Defence used dCS equipment extensively in Harrier and Typhoon fast jet radar communications systems.

· This unique technology was later repurposed for music recording equipment, due to its remarkably high accuracy and linearity, and low distortion. With a fast-acquired reputation for superb sound quality, dCS began supplying analogue-to-digital convertors (ADCs) to top recording and mastering studios worldwide, soon followed by digital-to-analogue convertors (DACs). 

· In 1996, the legendary Bob Ludwig of Gateway Mastering mastered the industry’s first high resolution 24-bit, 88.2kHz digital recording using dCS convertors. In 2000, he mastered the world’s first DSD (Direct Stream Digital) surround recording for SACD (Super Audio CD), The Guano Apes’ ‘Don’t Give Me Names’, again using dCS equipment.

· dCS calls its special technology the ‘RingDAC™’ – referring to the unique way it does its internal mathematical digital processing. If offers both higher resolution than competitors’ off-the-shelf DACs, and the ability to program in extra functionality. This means dCS converters offer unsurpassed sound quality, and new features can be added quickly and easily. As such, dCS converters are not tied to their moment of manufacture – they can be upgraded whenever new technology comes along.

· dCS’s culture of cutting-edge digital engineering, springing from the company’s roots in defence systems design, has led to a number of ‘world firsts’ in the audio sphere. The company was first to introduce high resolution digital audio (supporting 24/96, DSD and 24/384 hi-res formats*), and first to realise the sonic benefits of upsampling and then clocking. Then dCS developed the asynchronous USB data transfer protocol, which has dramatically improved the performance of computers used as audiophile digital transports. Latterly, the company has invented an innovative and open standard for transferring DSD audio using existing industry standard formats. 

· dCS electronics display exceptional reliability during their working lives. Many converters were routinely and rigorously used by recording studios worldwide, and many of the world’s top recording engineers still regard them as without equal for remastering purposes. This is a result of the superlative manufacturing quality of the company’s British-made products, allied to a gruelling quality control regime that utilises custom-made test equipment and procedures which are way beyond the capabilities of standard audio test gear.
· the company’s reputation as a ‘go-to guy’ for high quality digital engineering solutions has led to some interesting niche projects over the years. dCS’s technical expertise caught the BBC’s eye, and the company was chosen to provide equipment to assist in the distribution of Auntie’s famous time signal – commonly known as ‘the pips’!
· dCS has an inclusive philosophy. Although the company sells superb Compact Disc transports, its converters are designed to work with a wide variety of formats and digital data sources – the idea is to extract the best sound out of whatever the dCS converter is presented with, from the past, present or future. Whether you feed it with a poor quality MP3 or the finest high resolution audiophile recording, a dCS box will get the best from it.
· dCS’s flagship Vivaldi four-box system – consisting of a CD transport, DAC, Upsampler and Master Clock – will set you back around $100,000 (£68,000), and that’s before you add an amplifier, loudspeaker system and cables! Many commentators feel this represents excellent value for money – as the countless audio industry awards given to dCS world-wide attest.
· dCS celebrates its twenty fifth anniversary in 2014. Now world-famous for peerless sound and build quality, its proud history is well worth remembering.

ENDS
Notes to editors
* these are modern, high resolution audio formats. 24/96 refers to a digital word length of 24 bits and a sampling frequency of 96kHz, as compared to Compact Disc’s 16/44 specification, for example. The higher the numbers, the smoother and more spacious the sound is, with lower distortion and less noise. DSD refers to Direct Stream Digital, another format popularised by Sony for very high quality audio applications. 
Further information

For more information about dCS’ groundbreaking audio products and to speak to the makers of the best digital-to-analogue playback equipment in the world contact the dCS press office.
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